BRITISH INDUSTRY
the old domestic industries of other countries, including
India and Japan, and gained a complete and undis-
puted predominance, but only because other countries
had not yet got the idea of developing modern indus-
trial methods in a similar fashion; as soon as they
did, the decline set in for Great Britain, which had no
advantage over her competitors beyond that of a good
start.
Towards the end of the nineteenth century Great
Britain dominated the world market with a few big
industries which had grown up at the expense of her
agriculture. British agriculture was greatly neglected
with the result that large quantities of foodstuffs had
to be imported for the needs of the population in
exchange for industrial commodities, and Great
Britain became dependent on foreign buyers and
sellers. Rich and spoiled by the absence of serious
rivals, she then had to enter the struggle for world
markets which began in the seventies.
Her monopolist position was not based on the
possession of raw materials which other countries did
not possess; for instance, Germany's coal-mines
proved to be highly productive. It was also not based
on any superior skill on the part of her workers, for
German and French workers soon proved to be at least
as good. And it was also not based on the superior
organization of her industries or on the greater initia-
tive of her economic leaders. On the contrary, the
industries of the Continent and of the United States,
which developed at a later date, worked more ration-
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